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Over the past 40 years, since Blue 
Water Developmental Housing, Inc., 
was founded, much progress has been 
made in the way individuals with 
disabilities of any kind are respected, 
treated, cared for and cared about.

Those of us who work with or 
on behalf of those individuals every 
day know that much has been 
accomplished, but we also 
know there is much that 
can still be done. We are 
continuously looking for 
ways to improve the way 
services are delivered so 
that all of the individuals 
we support are able to live 
their very best lives every 
single day.

And isn’t that what we all 
want?

Because of the progress 
that has been made, individuals who 
need additional supports have never 
lived in a better era.

Or is that entirely true in 2017?
 It would be easy to pat ourselves on 

the back and rest on our laurels. But 
the world is changing and we cannot 
sit back and watch it pass us by. It is 
important that we continue to advocate 
with all of our might for the individuals 
supported by the services offered 
through BWDH. 

We need to ensure that they are not 
overlooked. We need to ensure that 
there are adequate funds available that 
will support their needs. We need to 
ensure that some of the most vulnerable 
members of our communities are not 
left without care or options.

We need to make sure care and 
support options are not lost in politics 
or bureaucracy.

I am so very proud of our staff – each 
and every person who has worked for 
BWDH over the years – and all they 
have done to support the individuals 
who choose to entrust their support 
needs to our care over the past 40 years. 
I look forward to seeing continued 
progress over the next 40 years.
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Incorporated in 1976 as a private, 
not-for-profit organization, Blue 
Water Developmental Housing, Inc. 
(BWDH) provides comprehensive 
residential services for people 
with disabilities. With the addition 
in 1983 of  a community support 
program, the organization is able 
to provide a variety of  services to 
those served.
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ABOUT US

The Residential Program offers 
community living alternatives 
in the family-like settings of  its 
homes. All of  the homes operated 
by BWDH are licensed by the State 
of  Michigan and administer an 
array of  social, medical and health 
services.

The Community-Based Program 
offers support services for those 
with disabilities who reside 
independently or with their families 
in the community.

Staff  also assist in finding affordable 
housing for those served.

OUR SERVICES

Kathleen
Swantek

Blue Water Developmental 
Housing, Inc. has named two 
staff members “employee of the 
year.”

Deborah 
Biernot, 
assistant 
supervisor at 
Springborn  
Group Home, 
has been named 
“Employee 
of the Year--
Residential.” 

Megan 
Herr, team 
coordinator 
at the Hanes 
Supported 
Living 
Arrangement  
has been 
named “Employee of the Year--
Community Based.”

Biernot has been employed 
by BWDH since 2011.  “I 
have to give all the credit to 
the team,” Biernot said of her 
award. “Everybody always pulls 
together.”

Herr has also been employed by 
BWDH since 2011. 

“I enjoy making sure everyone 
is taken care of,” said Herr. “I was 
really surprised to receive this 
award.”

Congratulations to both 
Deborah and Megan!

DEBORAH BIERnOT & MEgAn HERR
nAMED EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR

Deborah Biernot

Megan Herr



WHO WE SERVE & WHAT THEY SAY

40TH AnnIVERSARY
OF BWDH CELEBRATED
Happy anniversary to us!
In 2016, Blue Water 

Developmental Housing, Inc. 
celebrated 40 years of serving 
community residents. A number of 
celebrations took place, including 
one very groovy 1970s-themed 
celebration, and were shared 
with the individuals we serve and 
their families and guardians, our 
employees and the community.

“Our first residential home was 
established in 1977,” said Kathleen 
Swantek, executive director. 
“BWDH has gone through much 
growth and change over the past 
40 years in order to improve the 
services we provide and to keep 
in touch with the needs of the 
individuals we serve.”

In 1976, a small group of 
concerned citizens recognized 
the need for quality, supervised 
housing in a home-like setting for 
individuals with developmental 
disabilities.

Led by Mrs. Louise Shier, a 
Blue Water Area activist and a 
mother of two daughters with 
developmental disabilities, Blue 
Water Developmental Housing, 
Incorporated was created as a 
nonprofit to fill this need.

Today it is a thriving health and 
human services organization that 
currently supports 234 individuals 
within 10 group homes in two 
counties and 16 supportive 
living arrangements, as well as 
the community based program. 
BWDH has an annual budget of 
more than $7 million. 
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Blue Water Developmental Housing, Inc. supports 234 unduplicated individuals. There 
were 20 new admissions in 2016, for a total number of individuals served being 238. 

Every year, Blue Water Developmental Housing, Inc. conducts a survey of those served and 
their family members and guardians. Results of the 2016 survey included the following:

Parent/Guardian Survey Results 2016:
l  A full 100 percent of both parents and guardians of the individuals served by BWDH, 
Inc. believe that their loved ones feel safe and comfortable with BWDH employees. 
Comments from parents/guardians of individuals receiving services included:

“He loves living at Oakleaf!”

“He calls Hayes Home his ‘home.’”

l  98.15 percent of both parents and guardians of the individuals BWDH supports 
are happy with the services provided by BWDH. Comments from parents/guardians of 
individuals receiving services included:

“They have a big job caring for my brother. It is not easy.”

“Yes! Trio of Mary’s supporting my daughter. She loves them and they love her.”

l  98.18 percent overall of both parents and guardians of the individuals BWDH 
supports are satisfied with the services provided by BWDH. Comments from parents/
guardians of individuals receiving services included:

“BWDH does what is asked and they go above and beyond.”

“BWDH and Springborn Home are the best!”

“Everyone is great!”

Individuals Supported Survey Results 2016:
l  A full 100 percent of individuals supported believe BWDH adequately provides  
 services as identified in my plan of service.
l  A full 100 percent of individuals supported feel they are treated with dignity and  
 respect.
l  A full 100 percent of individuals supported feel that their rights are respected.

A full copy of the report is on file at the corporate offices of Blue Water Developmental 
Housing, Inc. or at www.bwdh.org.
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