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Connections.
At Blue Water Developmental 

Housing, Inc., we are all about 
connecting: connecting with the 
people to whom we provide services; 
connecting with their families and 
guardians; and connecting all of them 
-- and us -- with the community.

The very definition of “connection” 
indicates that two separate 
pieces come together. They 
are united.

We provide our staff with 
the tools and training they 
need in order to make sure 
they can make positive 
connections and build 
positive relationships with 
the people they provide 
service to every day so they 
can work and live together 
in unity. 

We connect those individuals 
with the community by providing 
opportunities for them to get out and 
about so they can enjoy life to the 
fullest.

And, as an organization, we connect 
and partner with other organizations 
in the community so that we can 
provide the best possible service and 
solutions to the needs of those we serve. 
By making those connections, we are 
unified with a wide range of resources.

We are proud of the high marks 
received when those served and 
their guardians are surveyed to 
determine whether or not Blue Water 
Developmental Housing, Inc. is, in 
fact, not only providing a safe and 
comfortable living environment, 
but also one in which the individual 
continues to learn, grow and thrive.

We can assume these satisfactory 
scores means that the individuals 
feel connected with staff, with the 
community and with our organization.

We are fortunate to have the 
opportunity to serve these very special 
people. And we thank their families for 
entrusting their care and connection 
to us.
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Incorporated in 1976 as a private, 
not-for-profit organization, Blue 
Water Developmental Housing, Inc. 
(BWDH) provides comprehensive 
residential services for people 
with disabilities. With the addition 
in 1983 of  a community support 
program, the organization is able 
to provide a variety of  services to 
those served.
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ABOUT US

The Residential Program offers 
community living alternatives 
in the family-like settings of  its 
homes. All of  the homes operated 
by BWDH are licensed by the State 
of  Michigan and administer an 
array of  social, medical and health 
services.

The Community-Based Program 
offers support services for those 
with disabilities who reside 
independently or with their families 
in the community.

Staff  also assist in finding affordable 
housing for those served.

OUR SERVICES
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Blue Water Developmental Housing, 
Inc. has named two staff members 
“employee of the year.”

Stacey Carnahan, Residential 
T e c h n i c i a n 
II (Medical 
Te c h n i c i a n ) 
of Springborn 
Home, has been 
named “Employee 
of the Year--
Residential.” 

Carrie Frey, 
team coordinator 
at one of the 
Supported Living 
A r r a n g e m e n t  
homes (SLA), 
has been named 
“ E m p l o y e e 
of the Year--
C o m m u n i t y 
Based.”

Carnahan has 
been employed by 
BWDH since 2001.  This is the second 
time she has been named a BWDH 
Employee of the Year.

“This is rewarding work,” Carnahan 
said of her job. “Everyone has become 
family to me...all of the residents and my 
co-workers.”

Frey has been employed by BWDH 
since 2006. She said he enjoys the women 
who reside in the Supported Living 
Arrangement where she works.

“It’s a great place to work,” she said. “I 
have good staff and the families are very 
appreciative and they let us know it. Blue 
Water is very good to me. I just treat the 
residents like I would want to be treated 
and the way I’d treat my own family.” 

Congratulations to both Stacey and 
Carrie!

STACEY CARnAHAn & CARRIE FREY
nAMED EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR
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WHO WE SERVE & WHAT THEY SAY

BWDH TO CELEBRATE
40TH AnnIVERSARY
Happy anniversary to us!
In 2016, Blue Water 

Developmental Housing, Inc. 
will celebrate 40 years of serving 
community residents. A 
number of internal and external 
celebrations are being planned 
to share with the consumers we 
serve and their families and 
guardians, our employees 
and the community.

“We have come 
a long way since we 
established our first 
resident home in 
1977,” said Kathleen 
Swantek, executive director. 
“We are proud of all that our 
organization has accomplished 
and the way we have been able to 
expand and enhance our services 
so we can provide individualized, 
compassionate care to our 
consumers in a way that best meets 
their needs and lifestyle.”

Over the past 40 years, BWDH, 
Inc. has gone from a start-up 
nonprofit serving six children at 
Blue Water House to a thriving 
health and human services 
organization that currently 
supports 274 individuals within 10 
group homes in two counties and 
17 supportive living arrangements, 
as well as the community based 
program. BWDH has an annual 
budget of more than $7 million. 

For more information about 
upcoming anniversary events, 
check out our website at bwdh.org 
or our Facebook page.
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Blue Water Developmental Housing, Inc. supports 254 unduplicated individuals. There 
were 20 new admissions in 2015, for a total number of individuals served being 274. 

Every year, Blue Water Developmental Housing, Inc. conducts a survey of those served and 
their family members and guardians. Results of the 2015 survey included the following:

Parent/Guardian Survey Results 2015:
l  A full 100 percent of both parents and guardians of the individuals served by BWDH, 
Inc. are satisfied with the services provided.

Comments from parents/guardians of individuals receiving residential services included:

“BWDH has wonderful management and staff!”

“They do a wonderful job!”

Comments from parents/guardians of individuals receiving community services 
included:

“Yes! Staff are amazing caregivers and they work well with my daughter.”

“We find working with BWDH is easy. They are reasonable and are open to suggestions to 
provide a quality of life for those they serve.”

l  A full 100 percent of both parents and guardians of the individuals BWDH supports 
feel that the staff treats them and their son/daughter/brother/sister with dignity and 
respect. 

“More than ever, they take very good care of more than you expect.”

“The staff is wonderful; he feels they are his family and it is home to him.”

Consumer Survey Results 2015:
l  A full 100 percent of consumers are satisfied with the staff that supports them.

l  A full 100 percent of consumers feel they are treated with dignity and respect.

l  A full 100 percent of consumers feel that their rights are respected.

A full copy of the report is on file at the corporate offices of Blue Water Developmental 
Housing, Inc. or at www.bwdh.org.
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